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Resources for living. Hope for life.

“Please can we just read instead
of seeing the movie?”
—Schools of Hope students who
had earned a movie day through
class participation

Schools of Hope after-school program
at Southwest Community Campus
joined Homework House™ as UCOM
partnered with United Way, Believe2Be-
come and GRPS to help 1-3rd graders
close the reading achievement gap.
Homework House™ tutors worked with
4-8th graders on literacy with an em-
phasis on social studies.
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“I’ll never look at poverty in
the same way.” —Teen-aged

UCC Mission group member

3 mission groups in 2010
gained experience by living and
working for a week each with
UCOM staff, clients and volun-
teers. Teens and adults com-
mented that the hard work and
getting to know some people
who cope with poverty issues
each day, had forever changed
their thinking about poverty.

UCOM provided groceries for 1/2
million meals in 2010 in Wyoming,
Grandville and Southwest Grand
Rapids.

UCOM Speaking into The Community

“UCOM may have saved my
life.” —NOW Pantry client

UCOM partners with Spectrum
Health to provide the NOW Pantry.
40 clients get weekly food specifi-
cally to help them manage chronic
illnesses like heart disease, diabe-
tes and high blood pressure.

Calvin College Nursing Students
and their supervisor perform regu-
lar health screenings during pantry
hours.

The Association for the Blind and
Visually Impaired screen pantry
clients for glaucoma.

UCOM
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years of Faithful
Service
1985-2010

“l feel like people are happy to see me at UCOM.” —UCOM client

Whether our clientele are people expecting to increase their financial skills in a lan-
guage with which they are comfortable; or children seeking literacy and homework help;
or low-income households needing emergency or supplemental food from our large
client-choice pantry—what they really need from UCOM'’s staff and 1,200 volunteers is
attention, dignity and hope. The testimony from our constituents repeatedly is, ‘I feel
like you really care about me.”

For 25 years now collaboration, compassion and consolation are keys to UCOM'’s suc-
cessful partnerships with people in their times of special need. Whether it is our new
baby baskets, 1200 special holiday dinners, Toys for Tots registrations, big smiles,
hugs or words of encouragement—our neighbors know that UCOM is here to be pre-
sent with them, and is here as a place for them to give back to their community in very
meaningful ways.

Those who give and volunteer and pray keep this work accomplishing much in lives at
very low cost to our donors. Thank you for being letting us do this work with you.



